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EAévn BaolAatou - Koopuidn

Oykoloylkd Tunua Noookopeiov Maldwy
«AyAaia Kuplakou»

NepiAnyn: H ofela AepdoPAactikny Asuxatpia (OAA) amo-
telel TO 25% TWV TIEPUTTWOEWV KAPKIVOU Kol gival n ou-
Xvotepn Hopdn Kapkivou ota modld. MeAéteg €xouv Seilel
KOPUOTUTILKEG QVWHOALEG OTAL AEUXOULULIKA KUTTAPA, auén-
pévo kivbuvo OAA Oe OpLOUEVO XPWHOCWULKA cUVSpoUa
Kal auénuévo kivbuvo oe povoluywtikoug Stdupoug. Ita
nadld o ouxvotepog TUmog OAA eival avocodalvoTurL-
K& B-mpogéAeuaong kat Ayotepo cuxva T-OAA. Mapd to OTL
TPOKELTAL Ylo. ETEPOYEV opada, n vOoog Taflvoueital os
XounAou, evélapécou kat uPnAol kwwdlvou OAA pe Bdon
Kputipla ou adopolyv Tov acBevr) (nAikia, ¢pUAo), TRV VOoO
(Aeuxaluikd ¢optio, avooodalvOTUTIOE, KUTTOPOYEVETLKEG
avVWUOALEG) Kal TV amavinon otn xopnyouuevn Bepameia
(LopdoAoyikr), avooodalVOTUTILKA KOl HOPLOKH amavinon)
OE OUYKEKPLUHEVO XPOVIKA onpela (nuépesg 8, 15 kot 33).
H Teppavikn opdada peAétng kal Bepameiag tng OAA mou
ovopaletol BFM €xel éva Baolkod KopUo TOU cuvioTtatol o€
Bepancia epodou, otabeponoinong, mpoduAakTikng Bepa-
nelag tou KNZ, emavedoddou, emavaoctabepomoinong Kot ou-
vtipnong. H ouvoAikn Suapkela Bepameiag eival 24 Unveg.
H mapapovni otnv mpwtn Udeon yla > 5 xpovia (2 umo Be-
parmeia kat 3 ektog Oepamneiag ) Bewpeital taon Sedopévou
OTL UTIOTPOTIN TNG VOOOU UETA Ta 5 xpovia eival dlaitepa
omnavia. 2 mepimouv 80% twv moudlwv pe OAA emttuyxave-
TaL (aoN KOl TOL ATTOTEAECHATA EVAL TOOO EVOAPPUVTLKA TTOU
gvtatikonoinon tng Beparmeiag Sikatoloyeital povo umo 3
npoUnoBEoelg: a) emBiwon > 80% B) pelwaon Tou KvdUvVou
Bavatou katd tnv £€dodo o€ < 1,5% Twv oSV Kat y) Hei-
waon Tou Kwdlvou Bavatou oe mMARpN Udeon oe < 1% Twv
nadlwyv. H ¢povtida tou mawdol pe OAA amattel yvwon
YlOL TNV QVTLLETWIILON TNG AUEONG KAL YLOL TNV artoduyn Tng
omwTePNG To€KOTNTAG, VW SV B TPETEL va apaBAETIETAL
N YUXOKOLVWVLKN UTIOOTHPLEN TOOO TOU TtaLdLoU OV TTACYEL,
000 Kall OAOKANPNG TNG OLKOYEVELAG.
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Elwcaywyn

H Oela AepdoPAactiki Asuyatpia (OAA) ota maldia
anoteAel mapddetlypa EMITUXOUE OVTLLETWIILONG TOU Kop-
Kivou otov avBpwrmo. HEn amo tnv dekaetio tou 1970, &i-
amLoTWVETAL aUENon TnG emBlwong amd <20% o 60% Kot
nepattépw BeAtiwon tnv elkooactia 1980-2000 os >80%.
H ¢povtida tou matdiol mou ndcoxel and OAA amotelel
ipoOkAnon Se6opévng TNG oUXVOTNTAG TNE VOOOU Kal TwV
e€elifewv avadoplkd pe tnv Tagvopnon, Tnv avalitnon
ETUWMTPOCHETWY MPOYVWOTLKWY TIOPAYOVIWY, TNV €mAoyn
Beparmeiag mou mpoodEépel ta KOAUTEPA OMOTEAECHATA
JLE TLG ALYOTEPEC KOLL TMOSEKTEG AUECEG KAl ATWTEPEC OU-
VETIELEG KOL TNV PUXOKOWVWVLKI UTIOOTNPLKTIKN dpovTida
TOO0O0 Tou (610U Tou TaLdLoU GO KAl TNG OLKOYEVELAG TOU.
lotoptka, yla mpwtn ¢opd otov avBpwro to 1948, otn
Bootwvn xopnynbnke xnuelwoBepameia (apworntepivn)
oe bt pe OAA. Entiong o Bepamneia OAA pe Tnv mpo-
o0nkn kal AAwvV dapudkwv SnuloupyrBnke MPWTOKOA-
Ao Oeparmeiag, anodaciotnke Oepamneia cuvtipnong Kot
To 1960, emiong yla mpwtn ¢opa, xopnyndnke aktivobe-
paneia wg npodulaktikr Bepamneio KNI (Pinkel). Tnv &e-
kaetio Tou 1970, Meppavol epeuvntég UTO TNV KaBobnyn-
on tou kaBnyntn Riehm peAétnoav tv in vivo dpdon twv
KopTikootepoeldwy 2,

Erudnuiodoyia

H OAA glval o ouxvOTEPOG TUTIOG KapKivou og maldLa
0-15 xpovwv (25%) kat to 75% Ttwv Aeuyatpwy. H etiola
ouxvotnta eivat 4 /100.000 mawdid < 15 pe ouxvotepn
nAkia epdaviong petafl 2 koL 5 XpOvVwV Kol LE auEnUeévn
CUXVOTNTA OTLG AVETITUYHEVEG XWPEG. ZTOUG edprifoug 15-
19 xpovwv, N OAA GUVLOTA TO 6% TWV TEPUTTWOEWV Kap-
Kivou. H peyalltepn emintwon ota aydpla (1,2/1) dev
anodidetal mAéov otov poAo Twv oppovwy GUAOU oTnNV
Aeuxaipoyéveon, alAd avadépetal mbavr cucXETLoN TNG
POV GG CUYKEKPLUEVOU QVTLYOVOU LOTOGUUPBATOTNTOC
(HLA-DRB4*01) kat tng petaA\aéng tou yovibiou HFE
ota ayopla rou npocBailovral and OAA. ANAeG HeAETeG
ouoxetilouv TNV eUdAvIon TNG VOOOU HE TNV LEYOAUTEPN
NAKLA TG UNTEPAG, TNV anmwAela euppuou (opoluywrteia
oto HLA-DRB4*01), to auénuévo Bapoc yévvnong, tnv £k-
Beon tou Matépa oe putoddapuaka, To KATVIoUA LSLai-
TeEpa Tou Tatépa KATL>* Ztnv EAAGSa avapévovtal kabe
XPOvo 70-75 madia pe OAA.

Fevetkn

Jtnv OAA, n Tapoucio a) KapuoTUTILKWY aVWUOALWV
oTa AsuyaLuLka kuttapa B) olkoyevoug Aeuxatuiag y) kKAn-
POVOULKWY XPWHUOCWULKWY OVWUOALWY Kol aunuévou
Kwduvou OAA kat 8) avénuévng ouxvotntag o€ ovo-
{uywTtikou¢ 818V PoUG, emiBeBatwvouy TRV onuacia Kot
TOV POAO TWV YEVETIKWY TTAPAYOVIWY OTNV AVATTTUEN TNG
vooou. Mabld pe ouvépopo Down €xouv 15-20 popég

peyoAutepo kivbuvo avamtuéng OAA kat matdld pe clv-
6popo Klinefelter, petaAAa&n tou yovidiou BRCA2, olv-
S6popo Beckwith-Wiedemann, oUvépopo Shwachmann
Kal veupolvwpdtwon €xouv emiong auvénuévo kivéuvo
OAA. Maubld pe avénuévn eubBpaotOTNTA XPWHUOCWUA-
Twv, Onw¢ ota cuvdpopa Bloom kat Fanconi, £xouv peya-
AUtepo kivéuvo yla avamrtuén ofelag un AepdoBAACTIKAG
Aeuxatpiag Kot matdld pe to cuvdpopo atafiag- ThAsay-
velektaoiag (AT) éxouv auénuévo kivbuvo OAA T-tumou.

MeAéteg alpatog opdaiiov Awpou, oAAd Kal aipatog
T(POEPXOLEVOU QTIO TIG VEOYVLKEG KAPTEG Guthrie, €6elée
otL 1/100 £wg 1/1000 veoyva epdavilouv otn yévvnon
T(POAEUXQALULKEG XPWHOOWHIKEG HETOOE0EL, aAAG oTnVv
mAslovotnta dev epdavidouv Asuyawuia. ElSikotepa in
utero oUvtnén twv yovidiwv TEL kot AML1 odnyetl otnv
petabeon t(12;21) mou mapatnpeitat oto 25% twv OAA
Kal XL guvoikn Tpoyvwaon. Qotoco o Kivéuvog peta-
TPOTING TOU TpOAguxaLpLkol (AavBdavovtog) KAwvou oe
OAA elval TOAU HkpOG. AvtiBeta in utero ouvtnén twv
yoviSiwv MLL kat AF4 obnyel otnv petabeon t(4;11) mou
napatnpeital oto 80% twv Bpedikwv OAA Kal 5% Twv
OAA o€ peyalUtepa modLd. Itnv nepimtwon autr o Kiv-
Suvog OAA eival peyahog. Zupdwva pe tnv Bewpia tou
Knudson yia tnv avamtuén kapkivou amattouvtal «SUo
xtumAuata» (two-hit hypothesis). Itnv mpwtn nepintw-
on (TEL/AML1), amartteitol «5e0TEPO XTUTNUO» UETA TNV
yévvnaon mou TuBavov mpokeLtal yia Aolpwén Kot o ou-
VKEKPLUEVA EL8IKT amdvtnon otn Adolpwén (oxnua3). Ztnv
Seltepn (MLL/AF4), Tou mPOKELTAL Yo AEUXOULULKO KAW-
vo, Sev amatteital «SeUtepo ytomnua». >°

H mAoeldia €xel and pakpou peletnBet otnv OAA. H
mAosldla EKTIHATOL PE METPNON TOU aplBuol TwV Xpw-
UOOWHATWY oTn petddaon f e HETPNON TOU TOooU TOU
DNA pe kuttapopetpia por¢ (DNA index —DI). Authoeldt-
KA KUTTapa GUOLOAOYLKA 1) TtaBoloyikd (BAdoTeC) £xouv
DI 1,0, urtepSumhoelSika kuttapa £xouv DI >1,0 kol umo-
Sumhoeldika <1,0. YrepSUMAOELISIOUOG e aplOUo Xpwio-
owpATwv 52 éxouv DNA index 6 kat £€xouv KaAr) POYVW-
on Onwg €xouv oL tplowuieg 4,10, 17. H mapoucia tou
xpwpoowpatog Ohadeddeiog £(9;22) kat t(4;11) onwg
Kal n petabeon t(1;19) emPapuvouv tThv mMPoyvwon g
vooou’. H cuxvotnta Twv HETaBéocewv autwy dev ivat
ouxvn (5% n kaBe pia). Onwg avadepbnke, n petabe-
ont(12;21) €xeL euvoikn MPOYVWON KATA TO OTL AmavId
otV apxLkn Bepamneia, wotdco 10% Twv UTTOTPOTIWY AVH-
KEL oTNV opada autnt.

AvocodavoTumog

Ta meploocdtepa maldld (85%), €xouv OAA B mpoé-
Aguong kat 15% €xouv T-OAA. Ztnv mpwtn opdada, n OAA
Slaywpiletal o umtoopddeg OMwG lval n MPWLUN TPO-B,
n mpo-B kal omaviotepa n wpun B-OAA. Ta meplodtepa
madLd pe mpwipn mpo-B OAA  dépouv to Kowod yla Thv
OAA avtyovo (CD10), evw Ayotepa (epimou 20%) €xouv
KUTTAPOTTAQCHATIKA avocoodalpivn (clg)s.

Tafwounon
H OAA eivatl Blohoyikd etepoyevig opada Kat oL mo-
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PAYOVTEC TIOU EMNPEAIOUV TNV TPOYVWOon oXetilovtal pe:
Q) XapaKTNPLOTIKA Tou acBevouc (nAtkia, dpulo) B) xapa-
KTNPLOTLKA TNG vooou (Aeuxalutkd doptio, avoocodalvo-
TUTIOG, KUTTAPOYEVETIKN) Kal y) popdoAoyikn, avocodal-
VOTUTILKI], HOPLOKA QTIAVTNOoNn Kol ToxUTNTA amavinong
otn Bepaneia ( nuépa 8, 15, 33 and tnv évapén tng Oe-
paneiog ).

Elval yvwoto ot ta Bpédn, ol €pnPol kal Ta ayodpla
£€XOUV XElpOTEPN TMPOYvwon. Emiong, avénuévo Asuyal-
HLKO doptio (auEnuévocg aplBuodg Aeukwy atpoodatpiwy,
EKOECNUOOUEVN NmatoomAnvoueyoiia kot Aepdadevo-
nabela), un kool tUmou OAA Kol OplOUEVEG apLOun-
TIKEG KOl OOMIKEG KUTTAPOYEVETIKEG OVWUOAIEG OMWC
UTIOSUTAOELSLOUOC (<46 XpwHOooWHATA) Kal, OMWG ava-
dEpONKe, oL petabéoelg t(9;22), t(4;11) ko n petabe-
on t(1;19) éxouv duouevn mpoyvwaon. TéNog, Bpadeia
andvtnon otnv npedvi{ovn oto meplbepkd aipa Kal pn
LKOVOTIOLNTLKA OUITAVTNGON OTO MUEAO TWV 00TWV UEeTa 15
Kot 33 nuEpeg Bepameiag kabBwg KaL mapouoia EAAXLOTNG
UTIOAELTIOEVNG VOoou (minimal residual disease —MRD),
GUVLOTOUV VOG0 uPnAou kivduvou.

Joudwva PE TA MOPONMAVW, OTA TIEPLOCOTEPA Oe-
PATIEUTIKA TPWTOKOAAQL N VOOOG KATOTACOETOL OF Xa-
UNAoU (adokwun petadpacn tou standard, kat dAAoug
otaBepouv), evdlapéoou kot uPnAol kwvdlvou OAA. To
AVWTEPO OPLO NALKIAG TIPOoKeLUEVOU Eva Ttaldi va xapa-
KTnPLoTel XapnAoU KwdUVou yla OpLopEVA AUEPLKAVLKA
npwtokoAAa (rty tou NCI-National Cancer Institute) sivat
Ta 9 XpovLa, EVW YLl EVPWTTAIKA TPWTOKOAAa (Y BFM-
Berlin, Frankfurt, Muenster) eival ta 6 xpovia. Ta Bpédn
avtipeTwrnilovral pe to AleBvég mpwtokoAlo interinfant.
AvtioTtolya, o avwtepog aplBuog Aeukwv atlpoodatpiwv
eivat 50x10 9/1t (NCI) kot 20x10 9/1t (BFM). Ztov mivaka 2
avadépetal n katatagn cupubwva Pe to AleBvég MpwTo-
kKoAAo ALLIC 2009 (OAA intercontinental ), to onoio otn-
piletal ota mpwtokoAAa BFM Kal 0TO OmMolo GUUUETEXEL
Kot N EAAnvikn opdada epyaciog yia tnv OAA.

H Apepikavikp opdda COG (Children’s Oncology
Group) Tou TPOEKUYPE amd TNV CUYXWVEUON TWV OUA-
Swv CCG (Children’s Cancer Group) kat POG (Pediatric
Oncology Group), katatdooet tnv OAA o€ 4 opddeg pe
Baon tnv nAwkia, Tov aplOpd twv Asukwv alpoodatpi-
WV, TNV KUTTOPOYEVETLKI, TNV AMAVTNON OTOV HUEAS TNV
NUéEpa 14 Kal TNV UTTOAELTOEVN VOOO UETA TV Beparmeia
edb6bouv):xapnAotepou kwvduvou (27% Ttwv maldlwy),
standard kwéUvou (32% ), ubnAoL kwwduvou (37%), oAU
vPnAou Kwdlvou (4%). 2

Andavtnon otn Oepaneia

JUudwva Pe to MPwTokoAo BFM, n amavtnon oto
neplPePLKO alpa  HETA Xoprnynon mpedvilovng emi pia
eBSopada kat plag doong evdoppaylaiag pebotpeta-
G, amote)el in vivo §pdon mou Slaxwplilel ta maldid
pe OAA oe opada koAwv amovtntwv otnv mpedvilovn
(prednisone good responders -PGR-) €dv o amoAuTog
apOuog PAaotwy eivatl <1000/ul Kol KAKWY OIovVTNTWY
(prednisone poor responders —PPR). Itnv opuada Twv Ka-
AWV amovTNTWY OVAKOUV Ta meplocotepa (90%) madid.

Meléteg NG opadag tou BFM édetéav otL madild mou
Atav kaAol armavintég otnv mpedvilovn eixav 81% smPi-
waon O OXEON HE TOUG KAKoUG QmavVINTEG TWV OMolwv n
emBiwon Atav cadwg xelpotepn (33%) 2.

Ektog amd tnv taxltnta andvtnong otn Bepancia
™V 8n nuUépa, eAEyXeTal n amavinon tnv 15n kot tv
33n nuépa OmoTE £KTOG amd tnv emBupnth popdoAoyikn
Udeaon otov LUENOS e Tapoudia <5% BAactwy, n avaln-
™on tg eAAXLOTNG UTIOAELTTOUEVNG vOoou (MRD) akoun
Kot emtit popdoloyikng Udeong (mapapovy % BAaoTwy oe
€\EYXO UE KUTTAPOUETPLA ponG f/Kal HOPLOKL avAalu-
on), Staxwpilel ta madid tnv nuépa 15 kat 33 pe Baon
nocootd thg MRD (peta 0,1% kat 10% 1 > 10%) Ko
evtaTkomole(tal np oxL n Bepaneia. e madld pe mooo-
016 BAaoTWVY TNV NUEPA 15 OTOV HUEAD TWV 00TWV < 5%,
5-25% kal >25% eixav avtiotolya emBiwon xwpic voco
84%, 72% ko 40%*2.

Aeuyoupio KN

Kata tnv Stayvwon <5% twv madiwyv epdaviiouvv
81n0non KNX. H 8tbnon umopel va odeiletal a) os at-
patoyevn Slacmopa eite AOyw petavacteuong kukAodo-
POUVTWY AEUXOLLKWY KUTTAPWY Sta Tou PpAePKoU evbo-
BnAlov, eite Aoyw Tomikng alpoppayiag dlaitepa epocov
umapxet BpopPorevia coBapoll Babuol kal B) oe dueon
EMEKTAON AEUXALULIKWY KUTTAPWVY ard Tov Stnbnuévo pu-
€\O TWV 00TWV TOU Kpaviou.

H 8inBnon tou KNZ katatdooetal o 3 opddeg : KN
1 (amoucia BAaotwv otV KUTTOPODUYOKEVTPNON TOU
ENY), KNZ 2 (<5 kUttapa oto ENY mou otnv kuttapodu-
YOKEVTPNON €X0UV Xapaktipeg PAacTtwv), KNZ 3 (> 5 KUT-
tapa oto ENY pe popdoloyikolc xapaktnpeg BAacTwv
A mapaAUoelg eykeboAikwy ouluylwyv). H mpdouelén ai-
HOTOG OTNV MPWTN ooduovwTlaia mapakevinon Aaupa-
vetal umoyn kot mpootiBevtal evdoppaylaieg eyxUoeL.
H evboppaylaia xnuelobeparmeia, n xoprynon vPniwv
S6oewv pebotpeldtng Kal kutooivng apaflvoaidng mou
SLépyovTal Tov alpateyKePaAlkd Gbpoayud Kol N OKTLVO-
Bepamneio KNZ, BepameuTikeég emAoyEG mou eBewpPoUVTO
npodulakTikng puong Bepaneieg, onuepa ovopalovral
TIPOCU UMTWHATLKEG Oepareieg KNI,

H xopriynon TMPOCUUTTWHATIKAG aKTwvoBepameiog
tou KNZ oe 66on 12 Gy (1200 rads), £€xelL MePLOPLOTEL OE
0pLopEVEG opadeg: OAA udnAol kwvdUvou kot OAA T —
Tomou.

Ogpaneioa ONA

Meta tnv Slayvwon tng vooou, tThv Katdtaén otnv
TPOYVWOTLKA OUASa KoL TNV EVAUEPWON TNG OLKOYEVELOC
Kal Tou maldlov, apxilel n Bepamnela. Ita meplocotEpa
olyXpova TPWTOKOAAQ, N QVILUETWILON OKOAOUBel 5
Bepameutika BApata: £€podo, otabepomnoinon, mpocu-
urtwpatiky Bepameia KN, smavédpodo kal Bepameia
ouvtnpnong. H dwdpkela Bepameiag eival ouvnbwg 24
prAves. H €€€AEn twv BepameuTiKwy MPWTOKOAAWV (Kat
KOTAL CUVETTELQ T ATTOTEAEOATA ATIO TNV Bepareia), €xeL
otnpyBel 0e HEYAAEG CUVEPYATIKEG UEAETEG TOGO OTNV
Eupwrn 600 Kal oTtnv AUEPLKA.
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AnoteAéopata tng Ospansiog

MEe tnv XpnoLLomoinon TnG «EEATOKEUMEVNGY YL TO
nadit pe OAA Bepaneiag (adol AndOouv unoyn ot apxt-
Kol TipoyVWOTIKOL TTopAYOVTEG Kal n amdvtnon otn Bepa-
Tela), Ta MePLOCOTEPA ALSLA £XOUV LAKPA CUVOALKN ETTL-
Blwon oe mpwtn Udeon (EFS). H mapapovn otnv mpwtn
Udeon yla > 5 xpovia Bewpeltal taon dedopévou OTL peTd
ta 5 xpovia (2 umo kal 3 ektdg Oepareiag), n umoTponn
eival blaitepa onavia..

H opada BFM petda Oeparmneia pe 1o mpwtokoAAo BFM
95 £6¢1ée ota 6 xpovia EFS 79,6% (89,5%, 79,7% kaL42,7%
o€ xaunAou, evdlapéoou kat uPnAou kivdvvou avtiotol-
xa). Ta avrtiotolya amoteAéopata tng EAAnvikng Etat-
peiag Mawdlatpikng Alpatoloyiag-OykoAoyiag (EEMAO)
£6e1&av EFS 79,8% (80,8%, 85,9% kal 54,1% o€ xapnAou,
gvblapéoou kat uPnlol kivduvou OAA avtiotowa).

ZUUEPpACHOL

Katd to mopehBov, gixe uloBetnBel to déyua «meplo-
00TEPO Elval TO KAAUTEPO» TIPOKELUEVOU val emLteVYOel
laon ota meploocotepa madld pe OAA. AvtiBeta orue-
pa evrtatikomoinon tng Bepameiag Sikaloloyeital pévo
Ue tnv mpolmdBeon OTL a) emituyxavetal emiPBiwon os
>80% twv madlwyv B) pewwvetal o Bavatog katd tnv Oe-
paneio epodou og <1,5% TwV MALSLWV KaL Y) LELWVETAL O
Bavatog o daon mARpoug Ldeong og <1% Twv MALSLWV.
H &eltepn mpolnoBeon onuaivel yvwon Kot ebappoyn
UTIOOTNPLKTIKAG aywyng (AoUwEELS, alpoppayia KATT) Kot
n teitn anoduyn Twv ANWTEPWV amno thv Beparneia emt-
TIAOKWV *.

Kata tnv Slapkela tng 8ng ouvavtnong tng Atebvoug
opadag LeAETNG TNG OAA Twv MALSLWV KatatéBnke n amno-
¢daon nou ovopdotnke “Ponte di Legno Concensus” cU -
dwva pe tv omoia «kdBe matdi otnv udprALo ou MACKEL
aro OAA, mpénel va €xeL mpooPacn o cUYXpPOvn, AMOTE-
Aeopatikn kot in toéikr Bepameia» 0.

H OAA glval LlaoLn vooog otnv MAELOVOTNTA TWV TTalL-
Slwv, analteital wotdoo yvwaon Kol cuyxpovn TeEXVolo-
yla mpokewévou va emheyel N aywyn Kal va anodeu-
XOoUV QUECEC KAl AMWTEPEG CUVETELEG. H TapAAAnAn
UXOKOLVWVLKN OTAPLEN TOU TALSLOU KAl TNG OLKOYEVELAG
Tou eivat emiong emPePAnuévn.

Summary

What are we expecting for the future in childhood acute
lymphoblastic leukemia ?

Helen Vasilatou-Kosmidis MD

Abstract: Acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL)
comprises 25% of cancer cases and is the commonest type
of cancer among children.Various studies have shown
cytogenetic abnormalities in leukemic cells, increased
incidenece in syndromes with chromosomal alterations

and increase incidence in monozygotic twins. In children,
B origin ALL is more common whereas T ALL comprises
15%. Although ALL is a highly heterogeneous disease the
disease is classified in standard, intermediate and high risk
ALL according to factors related to the patient (age, sex),
the disease (leukemic burden, immunophenotype and
cytogenetics) and the morphologic, immunophenotypic
and molecular response to therapy in specific time
points (days 8, 15 and 33). The German group BFM for
ALL therapy has designed a backbone which includes
induction, consolidation, CNS prophylaxis, reinduction,
reconsolidation and maintenance therapy. Total duration
of therapy is 24 months. Cured are those children who
remain in their first remission for > 5 years (2 under and
3 off therapy) since relapses beyond this point are rare.
In approximately 80% of children ALL is cured and these
results are encouraging. Any treatment intensification is
justified if a) > 80% are cured b) death during induction
remains < 1.5% and c) death in remission is< 1%.
Complete care of children with ALL requires knowledge
of the disease and of the early and late toxicities as well as
psychosocial support of the suffering child and his family.
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